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CABINET

Monday, 20 August 2018

Attendance:

Councillor Horrill (Chairman)  The Leader with Portfolio for Housing
Councillor Humby (Vice-Chair)  Portfolio Holder for Business Partnerships
Councillor Ashton  Portfolio Holder for Finance
Councillor Brook  Portfolio Holder for Built Environment
Councillor Godfrey  Portfolio Holder for Professional Services
Councillor Miller  Portfolio Holder for Estates
Councillor Warwick  Portfolio Holder for Environment

Others in attendance who did not address the meeting:

Councillors Gemmell, Scott, Thompson and Weston

Apologies for Absence: 

Councillors Griffiths

1.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Patrick Davies spoke during public participation and in summary queried why the 
report was exempt as he believed that it should be possible to make at least 
parts of it open.  He speculated that the land transaction related to the Central 
Winchester Regeneration area and stated that the exemption rules did not apply 
if relating to a planning application.

The Corporate Head of Resources advised that the Council always aimed to be 
as transparent as possible in its decision making and the report was subject to 
careful consideration by the Monitoring Officer and Section 151 Officer.  She 
confirmed that she believed that the correct exemption had been applied in this 
case and that on balance the subject matter of the report meant that it should all 
be considered in exempt session.

One Member noted that the Claer Lloyd-Jones report recommended that the 
Council seek to make confidential reports (or parts thereof) available to the 
public if and when possible after a decision had been made.  The Chairman 
confirmed that the Council wished to be as transparent as possible in its decision 
making and depending on the decision made at this meeting and Council later 
that evening, the possibility of making all or part of the report available to the 
public would be considered further at the appropriate time.
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2.   EXEMPT BUSINESS: 

RESOLVED:

1. That in all the circumstances, the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information.

2. That the public be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following items of business because it is likely that, if 
members of the public were present, there would be disclosure to them of 
‘exempt information’ as defined by Section 100I and Schedule 12A to the 
Local Government Act 1972.

Minute
Number

Item Description of
Exempt Information

Land Transaction )
)
)
)
)
)

Information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including 
the authority holding that 
information). (Para 3 Schedule 
12A refers)

3.   LAND TRANSACTION 

Cabinet considered the above report which set out details regarding a proposed 
land transaction and recommended a way forward (detail in exempt minute).

The meeting commenced at 4.30 pm and concluded at 5.10 pm
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